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out of the account that the success of these schools was
foiled by their narrow-minded jealousy and opposition.
The education of Port Royal has had a reputation which
is out of proportion either to the time during which it
existed or to the number of scholars which it trained.
The little schools, petites holes as they were called, in order
that they might not seem to clash with the University,
were founded in 1643. TThey existed only seventeen
years, having been suppressed in 1660. ft is probable
that they had at no time more than fifty pupils. Their
locality was repeatedly changed, sometimes to avoid the
troubles of the civil war, sometimes to escape persecu-
tion. For the most part they were held at Port Royal
des Champs, in a secluded valley, hidden among the
woods which border the park of Versailles, sometimes at
the houses of les Granges, of Chesnai, or at the Chateau
des Trous. When they were destroyed in 1660 by the
jealousy of the Jesuits, who were influential at Court, the
masters, persecuted and imprisoned, devoted themselves
to the work of recording their experiences in writing.
The principal teachers were—Nicole, whose thoughts are
not unworthy to be ranked b^the side of Pascal's. His
views on education are best expressed in his book on the
education of a prince. Next is Lancelot, the Melanch-
thon of the movement, the writer of admirable school
books, the ' M<fthodes de Port-Royal,; and the 'Jardin
des Racines Grecques/ which taught Greek to Gibbon.
The greatest of all is Arnauld, the polemist of the sect,
who contributed to the logic and the general grammar
some of their best pages.
One of the chief characteristics of the school of Poft
Royal distinguishes them at once from the Jesuits.
They entirely discouraged emulation as being contrary
to the principles of Christian charity. Pascal com-

